Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.159; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.9.
In the title compound, C 15 H 18 ClNO 4 S, the thiazolidine ring adopts a twisted conformation about the S-C(methylene) bond. The dihedral angle between the five-and six-membered rings is 77.2 (3) . In the crystal, the molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating C(7) chains propagating in [100] . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Recently, 3-tert-butoxycarbonyl-2-arylthiazolidine-4-carboxylic acid derivatives have been reported to possess antimicrobial and antitumor activities (Song et al., 2009; Lu et al., 2010) . In this work, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound, (I). In (I), all bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) (Fig. 1) . There are intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds in (I).
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Experimental
A mixture of L-cysteine (1.41 g, 10 mmol) and 4-chlorobenzaldehyde (1.4 g, 10 mmol) in methanol (100 ml) was stirred at room temperature for 10 h, and the separated solid was collected, washed with diethyl ether, and dried to obtain 2-(4-chlorophenyl)thiazolidine-4-carboxylic with yield of 90%. In ice water, 2-(4-chlorophenyl)thiazolidine-4-carboxylic (1 mmol) was dissolved in 1 N NaOH (1 ml) and 1,4-dioxane (10 ml); then di-tert-butyldicarbonate (1 mmol) was added slowly and stirred at room temperature for 6 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated in a vacuum and washed with ethyl acetate (10 ml). The aqueous phase was adjusted to pH 4 by adding 1 N HCl, then extracted with ethyl acetate, dried with magnesium sulfate, filtered, After keeping the filtrate in air for 5 d, colorless block-shaped crystals of (I) were formed.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93 Å for the aromatic H atoms and C-H = 0.96 Å for the aliphatic H atoms) and were refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of (I) showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
